
So...what can I really do with 
unix?

Applications make the OS – so what are my choices?

Word Processors / Office Suites

Web Browsers
E-mail Clients

Music Players
Games

Text Editors
Compliers

Chat / Instant Messaging

Graphics / Drawing



Word Processors

� AbiWord
www.abisource.com

Opens MS Word files

Small: ~6 MB total size

Also runs on Windows!



Office Suites

� OpenOffice
www.openoffice.org

Word processor, presentations, 
spreadsheets, graphics, 
HTML, formulas

Opens and saves MS Office files 
(Word, Excel, PowerPoint)

Large: ~ 150 MB!

Also runs on Windows!
� KOffice

www.koffice.org

Word processor, presentations, 
spreadsheets, charting, 
graphics, reports, formulas

Integrated with KDE desktop – 
requires KDE 3

Large!



Other Office Suites

� Corel WordPerfect Office - www.corel.com

� ApplixWare Office (BSD, Linux, Windows)
Now “Anywhere Office”  from Vistasource

www.vistasource.com

� Star Office – www.sun.com/software/star
Sun's commercial version of OpenOffice

� SOT Office – www.sot.com
Another version of OpenOffice



Other Office Programs

� Adobe Acrobat Reader
Version 5 available for Linux

� ps2pdf
Create PDF files from Postscript source ± make your own PDFs!

� Gnumeric
www.gnome.org/projects/gnumeric

Stand-alone spreadsheet application for GNOME



Web Browsers

� Mozilla
www.mozilla.org

Next-generation web browser

Netscape 6 and up are based 
on Mozilla

Looks like Netscape 6 
because it is!

Been a long time coming, but 
it's finally pretty stable



More Web Browsers

� Netscape
Netscape 4.7x still available

� Galeon
Mozilla-based browser

� Konqueror
www.konqueror.org

KDE's web browser

Serious competition to Mozilla!

� Opera
www.opera.com

Commercial web browser for 
multiple operating systems

Fast, lightweight, small

� Even console-based!
Lynx, w3m, links

Who needs X?



E-mail

� Pine
Console-based (text)

Handles IMAP and IMAP-
over-SSL

Small, fast, old, common

Supports user-defined editor

Not the most friendly client 
out there!



More E-mail

� Ximian Evolution
www.ximian.com

MS Outlook work-alike

E-mail, calendar, to-do list, 
contacts list

Much more friendly than 
pine!

Large-ish program, wants 
Gnome installed



Even More E-mail

� Mozilla
Just like Netscape, Mozilla 

has an e-mail client

Supports POP/IMAP

Supports SSL

Supports multiple mail 
accounts!!!



Music
(Okay, fine...MP3s)

� XMMS
Most prolific piece of unix 

software for the desktop

Comes with every major 
distribution

Plays just about every music 
fomat via plug-ins

Winamp GUI clone (skinnable)

Supports streaming (shoutcast)



Games

� Many mainstream games have Linux versions
Doom, Quake/Quake2, Myth2, Unreal Tournament (coming soon)

� Free games written for unix
Tuxracer racing game

FlightGear flight simulator

� Classic games with unix clones
Solitaire, minesweeper, mahjongg, tetris, asteroids (check out Maelstrom)



Even Some Windows Games!

WINE may 
allow you 
to run 
some 
Windows 
programs 
under 
unix!



Text Editors

� Vi
Short for 'visual'

Can execute complex editing 
commands

Small, fast, old, common 

Console program

Rather unfriendly

� Emacs
Swiss army knife of editors

Designed with programmers in 
mind

Many many bells and whistles

Largish editor, but nothing 
compared to office suites

Console program

Very unfriendly



More editors

� Kedit(GUI)
KDE©s equivalent of ©Notepad©

� Xedit(GUI)
Dinosaur, but it works

� Pico (Console)
Beginner©s editor ± default for 

Pine e-mail client

Many more...



Compilers

� GCC
Standard on almost every free 

unix system out there

High-performance C/C++ 
compiler

Used to compile distributions in 
the first place

� Other languages
g77 ± fortran 77

perl

python

ruby



Development Environments

� IDEs
Borland Kylix ± commercial 

IDE

KDevelop ± MC VC++ clone for 
KDE

Emacs!

� Debuggers
gdb ± the GNU Debugger

xxgdb ± X GUI for gdb

DDD ± multiple debugger front-
end

� RCS / CVS
Source code version control



Graphics

� GIMP
GNU Image Manipulation 

Program

Works with bitmap (photo-style) 
images

Supports multiple layers

Plugins for effects

Scriptable (perform complex 
operations with a single click)

� Xfig
Drawing tool for diagrams, 

figures, etc. (vector-based)

Create flowcharts, network 
diagrams, schematics

Comes with libraries of symbols 
for diagrams, etc.

Mouse-hole “cheat sheet”  makes 
it easy to learn



Chat / Instant Messaging

� GAIM
Client for AOL IM

Supports basic instant messaging

Can©t handle advanced features 
(file transfer, etc.)

AOL is trying to block 3rd-party 
software from its network!

� AOL IM
Genuine AIM client

Not nearly as good as GAIM or 
others

� Ymessenger
Client for Yahoo! Messenger

� LICQ
ICQ client

� IRC
Many IRC clients available

� Everybuddy
Combined AIM, ICQ, Yahoo!, 

MSN, IRC, Jabber client



Where To Find Programs

� Freshmeat
freshmeat.net

� Linux.com
software.linux.com

Formerly DaveCentral

� Tucows
linux.tucows.com

� FreeBSD ports collection
www.freebsd.org/ports/

�

www.google.com/linux

www.google.com/bsd


